ABYSSINIA	TEST   CASE
this of shirking a difficulty, or a. mere acquiescence in
dilatory manoeuvres. On the contrary, we have named a date
by which either the negotiations must succeed or else the
Council will have to discharge the obligations imposed upon
it under the Covenant. I would ask you to note that for the
first time in this dispute provision has been made for all
aspects of it, and not only the Walwal incident to come
before the Council '.
But Eden knew that in spite of this appearance of strength
the form of the Three-Power Conference did not represent
his personal wishes. He had fought for Abyssinian repre-
sentation on it, but Aloisi had refused to yield. Xor would
Italy agree that talks should take place under the aegis of the
League which Eden had also stressed. These were two
serious defeats from which all his diplomatic technique could
not wholly recover.
The Three-Power Conference convened in Paris on J5th
August. Eden arrived on the i3th for talks with Laval and
the Abyssinian representative, Tecle Hawariate. When
Aloisi arrived he had no instructions to formulate his demand
nor would he give any guarantees. Eden and Laval accord-
ingly decided there was nothing for it but for Great Britain
and France to produce a plan which Rome could either
accept or reject. This plan was at once sent to Rome.
Mussolini's reply arrived on the i8th, and was in effect a
definite refusal even to discuss the suggestions put forward
for consideration. A communique was issued, and the
Conference indefinitely adjourned. With the summary break-
down of the Paris Conference went the last hope of a
peaceful settlement of the Italo-Abyssinian dispute.
What was the policy of Great Britain and France on and
after 4th September? During this crucial fortnight no lead
was given either in Paris or London. There was a Cabinet
meeting in Downing Street on 22nd August, but the hopes
raised by the news that the Prime Minister regarded the situa-
tion as sufficiently serious to interrupt his colleagues' holiday
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